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Welcome to Barcelona!

We draw talent, we shelter and we help out



What is the Barcelona Centre Universitari?

• The BCU was born in 1997 to foster, coordinate and manage all the 

actions and activities that are considered necessary to promote 

Barcelona and its metropolitan area as an international university 

centre.

• The Barcelona Centre Universitari (www.bcu.cat) is the official 

accommodation service for the universities and research centres in 

Barcelona, and counts with the support of the Barcelona Council 

and the Government of Catalonia. Its aim is to take care of the 

needs of students, teachers and researchers so they can enjoy and 

optimize their stay in Barcelona and its metropolitan area. Helping 

them in choosing the accommodation that best suits their needs. We 

want the talent who visit us to have the best experience as 

possible.



What does the BCU do?

• In order to promote the metropolitan area of Barcelona as a 

university and international scientific centre, the BCU:

 Has a housing stock for foreign students, teaching staff and researchers

(https://bcu.cat/en/accommodation-in-barcelona/)

 Informs of the city’s university offer and delivers complementary

information (https://bcu.cat/en/studying-in-barcelona/)

 Delivers information about the city: culture and leisure, useful advices,

how to arrive, etc. (https://bcu.cat/en/living-in-barcelona/)

 Reports on scientific policy in Catalonia (https://bcu.cat/en/research-

in-barcelona/)

 Provides quality accommodation at affordable prices for conferences 

men and serves as a showcase for university spaces and other venues 

that can host conferences or professional meetings 

(https://bcu.cat/en/congresos/)



 Promotes activities aimed at the cultural and citizen integration of

foreign students and teaching staff and researchers living in Barcelona

and its metropolitan area (https://bcu.cat/en/agenda/)

 Offers useful information to those who want to go abroad for a stay

(https://bcu.cat/en/frombcn/)

The BCU website is available in seven languages: Catalan, Spanish, 

English, French, German, Chinese and Russian. 



Accommodation in Barcelona

BCU facilitates the arrival of students, teachers and researchers who 

come to Barcelona or its metropolitan area and offers the following 

services:

 Accommodation for stays up to 1 month, in residences, apartments or 

hotels.  



 Accommodation for stays between 32 days and 11 months in flats and

shared flats in Barcelona, with guarantee of quality (ISO 9001:2015 to the

accommodation service quality), security and hygiene.

BCU accompanies the students, teachers and researchers interested

in visiting flats and rooms.

BCU manages leases to facilitate the stays.

 Adapted flats for disabled students, fulfilling one of the objectives of the

Technical Commission UNIDISCAT (University and Disability in Catalonia) of

the Government of Catalonia for equal opportunities of disabled students.



Tips before... 

• ...renting a flat:

 Make sure the flat is close enough to your university.

 Make sure it meets all your requirements.

 Write an inventory down both on your arrival and when you leave the flat.

 The landlord must be informed as soon as possible when household items

suffer any kind of breakdowns or damage.

• ... signing a contract:

 Read the agreement and make sure you’ve understood it all.

 Payment of the whole deposit, rent and utilities (e.g. gas, water, electricity).

 Ask for a copy of the regulations and guidelines that are part of the tenancy

agreement you’re signing.

 Keep a copy of the tenancy agreement and other documents you might

consider significant.

• ...making a decision:

 Come to BCU and solve any question.



BCU-Estate market accommodation comparisson

TERMS AND CONDITIONS BCU / Resa Housing USUAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS



TERMS AND CONDITIONS BCU / Resa Housing USUAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS



Special protocol for university professors and 

researchers

• We contact them to understand their accommodation needs.

• We send them different accommodation options to allow them

choose the one they prefer.

• If they come with their children, we inform them about private

schools or we help them to look for a state school (no fees) or

semi-private school (fees).

• We attend their needs, giving them the same treatment given to

expatriates of multinational companies.

• We provide them with practical advices posted in our website,

about wifi, banks, health, etc.



Global data of the accommodation service

• We accommodate directly more than 3,000 people every year from a 

hundred different nationalities.

• We inform about 100,000 people (personally, via e-mail, web and 

Barcelona Talent Guide).



Studying in Barcelona

• All universities in Barcelona have their respective International 

Relations Area, responsible for promoting the international mobility

of the university community. These areas and BCU work together to 

facilitate their stay and take full advantage of it. 

• The BCU website includes a brief presentation of each university 

and provides links with complementary information about the 

admission to the university.



• This section of the BCU website delivers practical information

about living in the city.

• Culture & Leisure offers a brief explanation about Catalonia,

cultural tourism proposals, information of the neighbourhoods of

Barcelona and links to the main museums, language courses and

libraries.

• Know Barcelona informs about the climate, cost of living, the

Barcelona WiFi Service, food etc., and gives practical information

under the FAQs modality:

Living in Barcelona



 how to open a bank account

 how to register

 how to access public health

 leading mobile phone and Internet companies

 where to learn Spanish and Catalan

 where to validate the titles 

 others

It includes a video introducing the Barcelona International Welcome

Desk, a public support service for international talent who want to come 

and live in the city or who have recently settled here. It gives practical

information on living in Barcelona and gives support to carry out some

procedures such as:

 empadronament: (compulsory) registration in the municipal register

of residents

 volant de residència: document attesting to a person’s current 

registration in the municipal register



 volant de convivència: document stating where and with whom a                              

person officially resides

 area resident

 pet registration

 public libraries user card

 idCat digital certificate

 others

In addition, this section includes Safety Tips prepared with the Ministry

of Home Affairs of the Government of Catalonia and information about

the 112 apps.

• How to arrive in Barcelona informs about the mobility in Barcelona

and outskirts.



Research

• The BCU website explains the catalan R+D+I system and the

importance of Catalonia as a pole of knowledge.

•   It provides articles about science published in the Barcelona Talent

Guide in collaboration with the newspaper ARA.



Support to conferences:

• We provide the best low cost accommodation option available at the

moment: halls of residences, hotels, hostels, touristic flats.

• We post information about the venues at 

universities and others.

Conferences

https://bcu.cat/en/congresos/
https://bcu.cat/en/congresos/
https://bcu.cat/en/espacios/
https://bcu.cat/en/espacios/


• We collaborate with:

 all the universities of Barcelona

 Barcelona Convention Bureau

 Catalonia Convention Bureau

 ACCIÓ

 Associació de Residències d’Estudiants i Col·legis

Majors de Catalunya (ARECMAC)

 Futbol Club Barcelona

 L’Aquarium

 Barcelona Supercomputing Center

• We spread the 112 Accessible, My 112 and 112 Accessible 

emergency apps for deaf people.



• BCU also helps students and researchers who want to expand their

training abroad.

•  To do this, through www.bcu.cat, we provide links to find

accommodation, consulates, means of transport and leisure

information outside of Barcelona. 

From BCN



Agenda

• The BCU online Agenda publishes daily free or reduced-cost 

proposals for Cinema, Exhibitions, Music, Conferences and Theatre.

•   These are events organized and offered by the universities, 

CaixaForum, CosmoCaixa, Museum of Natural Sciences of 

Barcelona, Residence of Researchers, L'Auditori, ESMUC, Liceu 

Conservatory, Municipal Conservatory of Music of Barcelona, Casa 

Asia, Casa America Catalonia, CCCB, Sala Beckett, Institut del 

Teatre, IEMed, consulates, research centres, civic centres, etc.



• Creation of the Barcelona Talent Guide in collaboration with ARA

newspaper:

Outstanding action



Location

C/ Torrent de l’Olla, 219

08012 Barcelona

Tel.: (+34) 93 238 90 49

Opening hours: 

Mon-Thu: 9:30 am - 3:00 pm; Friday: 9:30 am – 2:30 pm



www.bcu.cat

mserret@bcu.cat


